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Each year, | hear about more and more family reunions and group trips.
Everyone comes back talking about how much fun they had and how they
are looking forward to doing the same next year.

Whether it is a group of friends or extended family vacationing together, one
similarity between the two groups is the concern for keeping friends and
relatives close and connected. Have you ever gone on a group trip or
attended a family reunion? Have you ever planned one? The latter is not
something that can be done easily or on a whim.

In fact, according to a 2007 reader® survey in Reunions magazine, 68% of
respondents started planning their reunions one year or more ahead of the
event. This number includes the 21% who started planning two years in
advance. The most crucial decisions are to set a date and find a location.
How long are the average group trips and reunions? That same survey says
that 46% of them last three days, while almost 20% meet for two days.

There is quite a bit involved in planning a family reunion, from rounding up a
guest list and sending out invitations to activities, gifts, and setting up a rental
facility. As for getting everyone there, this is where your friendly and reliable
local travel agent comes in. Once you pick the dates and destination, talk
things over with your travel agent. He or she will be able to handle the
traveling details, including airfare, lodging, and rental cars.

I know firsthand that when you start planning a trip everyone wants to go, but
when it comes down to the money issue, all of a sudden some people do not
want to fork out the cash. Travel agents are great for this. You won®have to
handle the money; they take care of everything and communicate the details
with your guests. They may even recommend a rental facility for your get-
together, as well as a local party planner to help with decorations, food,
music, etc. Save yourself from the headaches and enlist their help.

Group trips and family reunions are a much anticipated event of the year for
many. 1t@ an opportunity to catch up with friends and relatives and meet the
new additions to the family. For some, it may be the only vacation they take
all year. In that case you need to make it great! What are some popular
destinations in the United States? Here are a few | recommend:

1. Cruises

Cruises are great because all the fun is wrapped up in one package. For one
price, you get lodging, dining, entertainment, and relaxation. Another plus to
taking a cruise is that your travel agent can usually arrange special discounts
and even free cabins depending on how many are booked. This type of trip
probably requires the least amount of work.

2. Walt Disney World/Disneyland
These amusement parks are always on the top of the list for group and family

trips. Pick which coast you want to stay on, and there are plenty of
excursions and sites to see that should please everyone on your list.
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3. Villa Magnifica and Villa Mar Vista

These are two of the largest San Diego oceanfront luxury homes you can
rent, and they can be perfect for families. There are gorgeous ocean views,
and right outside your front door is the 2-mile-long oceanfront Sunset Cliffs
Nature Park. Located in Point Loma just west of downtown San Diego, you®
be less than 10 minutes from all of the major attractions, including Sea World,
Old Town, and the San Diego Zoo. Who doesn®want to spend a weekend on
the beach?

4. Steamboat Springs, Colorado

The mountains are such a great place for nature and outdoor sports lovers.
For multigenerational groups, The Porches is an ideal place to stay. These
enormous duplexes easily sleep 15, and are some of the most impressive
properties I®e stayed in. The Barn is a great place to gather everyone
together for fun and activities. The Porches even has its own full-service
concierge to help with additional excursions. The private shuttle service is
very convenient, and can get everyone where they need to be anywhere in
the city at any time.

Are you looking for more than that? Check out Moving Mountain Chalets,
which is also in Steamboat. These luxury vacation rentals are top-of-the-line
and @reenQin every way. The staff will pick your group up at the airport and
drive you to the property, chauffeur you around town, and cook gourmet
meals for you. There is also daily housekeeping and more services provided.
This seems to definitely be the no-hassle alternative.

5. Winter Park, Colorado

Winter Park is one of my favorite resorts. There are always great deals on
accommodations, lift tickets, and other activities. An admirable fact about
Winter Park is that it is involved in the National Sports Center for the
Disabled, providing training and coaching for disabled skiers. There is a great
ski and ride school for all levels as well. I®e stayed at the Iron Horse Resort,
which is a ski-in/ski-out property that has very spacious rentals. You can rent
several right next to each other so everyone has their own space.

These are just a few ideas that offer activities and amenities that should
please everyone, no matter if you have 15 or over 100 in your group. Take
the pressure off of one person and use a travel agent. He or she may have
suggestions that you haven® thought of that will really make the reunion
memorable. They can create and send out fliers with details on traveling to
the event and help you plan an itinerary. Enlist your agent as your trip
planner, and all youd have to worry about is having the T-shirts made.

Editor's Note: Jackie has been a freelance writer for four years. She
specializes in luxury, sports, and adventure travel, health and fitness, and
product reviews. Her work has appeared in publications including Colorado
Golf, Desert Golf, and Canadian Architecture & Design.
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